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in the jails has also to be provided for civil and under-trial prisoners.
Classifica- There are several grades of Indian jails. In the first place, tionof k^ Central jails for convicts sentenced to more than one year's imprisonment ; secondly, the jails at the head-quarters of Districts; and, thirdly, subsidiary jails in the interior of Districts for under-trial prisoners and convicts under short sentences of imprisonment. In 1903 British India contained forty Central jails, 192 District jails, and 498 subsidiary jails and lock-ups.
Jail estab- The Jail department in each Province is under the control of Hshments. an Inspector-General, who is generally an officer of the Indian Medical Service with jail experience, and the Superintendents of Central jails are usually recruited from the same service* The District jail is under the charge of the Civil Surgeon and is frequently inspected by the District Magistrate* The staff under the Superintendent includes, in large Central jails, a deputy superintendent to supervise the jail manufactures, and in all Central and District jails one or more subordinate medical officers.
The executive staff is divided into two classes, The class consists of jailors and deputy and assistant jailors^ who form a single Provincial service with promotion from one grade to another. The lower class comprises the warders for the supervision and guard of prisoners; they also form a graded local service. Convict petty-officers are employed in all Central and District jails. This practice is suited to the conditions of India, where the majority of prisoners are not professional criminals, and can be placed over their fellow-convicts without demoralizing them. The rules under which* the convict officers are selected preclude the appointment of degraded crimiimls and prescribe a high standard of conduct in jail, while the prospect of promotion to one of these posts is a strong induce-ment to good behaviour. Arrangements for guarding couvicls follow the principle that the prisoner, in his workshop or sleeping ward, should be watched rather than the walls of Hit jail In olden days prisoners were generally fettered for better security ; this system has long been abandoned, and fetters lit now used only as a punishment or to restrain violence, General The general characteristic of the Indian prison system is con^nemant *n association by day and night The desirability of separate confinement by night, and of cellular
during the first part of long, and the whole of short, sentences, is recognized, and the Government of India has repeatedly